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Current data collection process
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Interoperability Challenge

Different 
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Different 

Documents

Different 
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Systems
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What would good 
look like

• All clinical terms are standardised

• Vital information can be shared

• Comprehensive coverage and greater depth of details and content for all clinical 

specialities and professionals

• Should include diagnosis and procedures, symptoms, family history, allergies, 

assessment tools, observations, devices.

• Clinical decision making is supported 

• It facilitates analytics/insights to support more extensive clinical audit and research for 

population health

• Reduced risk of misinterpretation or duplications 

• Supports evidenced based healthcare

• Interoperable standardised data for all uses
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Introduction to SNOMED
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Collaboration
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• 30 percent lower emergency department use than the national average

• 30 percent lower acute medical admission rate than the national average

• Held 2019 bed use to same numbers as in 2007 while serving a population that had grown 

by 80,000

• Identified vertebral fracture patients who had not received care or whose cases had been 

misclassified

• Saved a year of clinician time by automating previously manual processes

• Interoperable across best-of-breed system

• Ability to link clinical tools via a SNOMED code

• Ability to search for pathways and hierarchies and improved user search experience

Link

https://www.snomed.org/news-and-events/articles/snomedct-nz-canterbury-district-health-board
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Drivers for Change in 
Ireland.
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What is Digital
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The evolution of 
digital
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Links

My Health @EU

SNOMED Browser

SNOMED page on eHealth Ireland

Theresa.barry@hse.ie

https://www.ehealthireland.ie/ehealth-functions/ehealth-standards-and-shared-care-records/technical-architecture/myhealth@eu/
https://browser.ihtsdotools.org/?
https://www.ehealthireland.ie/ehealth-functions/ehealth-standards-and-shared-care-records/standards-and-terminologies/snomed-ct/

