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Data Dictionary & SNOMED CT in Ireland 

• All clinical and data terms are standardised

• Vital information can be shared

• Comprehensive coverage and greater depth of details and content for all clinical specialities and 

professionals

• Should include diagnosis and procedures, symptoms, family history, allergies, assessment tools, 

observations, devices, facilities, identity

• Clinical decision making is supported 

• It facilitates analytics/insights to support more extensive clinical audit and research for population 

health 

• Reduced risk of misinterpretation or duplications 

• Supports evidenced based healthcare

• Interoperable standardised data for all uses

What would good look like



eHealth and Disruptive Technologies, HSE.

Progress since 2016 -2024 

SNOMED CT In Ireland

Governance Board and SNOMED Subgroup

3 yr strategy, new strategy in planning

Engaged key stakeholders clinical and ICT

Attended International conferences

Leveraged learning from other SNOMED member countries

Vendor specification document

Membership of managed service

22 refsets published, content progressed through CRS, and new content 

authored and  published

Established the Data Specification Management Process 8 datasets 

progressed

9 Irish Edition releases

Established SNOMED page on eHealth Ireland website link

Acted as consultancy for a number of projects

Development of NMPC with SNOMED Data Model

https://www.ehealthireland.ie/strategic-programmes/snomed%20ct/


eHealth and Disruptive Technologies, HSE.

SNOMED NRC

SNOMED 

Browser

https://browser.ihtsdotools.org/?


eHealth and Disruptive Technologies, HSE.

Vendor Specification Document

An overview of the fundamental principles governing 
integration of SNOMED within a system, along with its 
functionalities

High Level 
Requirements

A collection of requirement statements suitable for 
inclusion in the functional specification of various 
SNOMED enabled systems

Core Baseline 
Requirements

Ensuring all specifications are metCompliance

Building on Core
A guide for formulating additional requirements 

specification to organization or project



Data Standards & SNOMED CT in Ireland 2025 

• Procurement complete Q1 2025 ensuring API 
access to all terminologies

Central Terminology Server 

• Developed in 2024, ensuring compliance with 
SNOMED CT

Vendor Specification Document

• Aligning with Digital for Care/Data Strategy, Hib 
& EHDS

New 3 year strategy



Data Dictionary & SNOMED CT in Ireland 2025 
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The HSE Data Model and Data Dictionary will aim to provide a central authoritative source 

for approved Information and Data and metadata standards, by providing unambiguous 

definitions and associated guidance.

Link Vendor 

Specification 

Document

https://www.ehealthireland.ie/technology-and-transformation-functions/standards-and-shared-care-records-sscr/standards-and-terminologies/transforming-healthcare-through-the-power-of-data-standards-including-snomed-ct/event-resources/requirements-snomed-ct-implementation-support-guide/


Data Dictionary & SNOMED CT in Ireland 2025 



Data Dictionary & SNOMED CT in Ireland 2025 



Breast Check Reference set

INITIATION

• Contacted the NRC 2022

• Understand the Requirements

• Agreement internally

• Obtain Project Sponsors

Process

• Utilise current Data Dictionary as basis

• Attend DSMP

• Training in SNOMED CT browser

• Create Excel with traffic light system

• Regular Meetings with NRC

• Use SNOMED BROWSER to obtain Matches

• Request missing SNOMED terms to be authored

Closing

• Provide References for new terms to be 

authored

• Clinical Sign-off

• Reference set published in Irish edition 

of SNOMED CT Browser April 2023

• Live in new Digital Solution 2024 

Some variables 

were difficult to 

code because 

the original data 

was poorly 

defined



Thank You


