
DATASET SPECIFICATIONS & INTEROPERABILITY

OWNER: Product Line Co-ordinator 

Dataset Specification Management
Data Dictionary
Data Modelling
Clinical Information Architecture 
Clinical Document Modelling
Information Governance
Business Information Management 
Data  Management Planning 
Data Interoperability Framework
Enterprise Data Sharing Platform
EU E.H.R National Portal
EU E.H.R Data Sharing Exchange 
Testing Platform
Enterprise Terminology Services 

Key Deliverables 
Dataset Specification Standardisation
DD -Website with published content
Irish SNOMED CT 
Good information Practices – Self Training
Data Management Planning  Documentation
Clinical Document Templates 
Test Harness 
Interoperability Specifications 



Product Overview: Data Dictionary - NHSCDD Responsibility: Information Architecture Lead 

Product objective:
• To deliver a data dictionary for health and social care data to enable 

foundational informational architecture

Primary Stakeholders:
• Project Managers
• Clinical Leads
• CIO
• Data Dictionary Governance Board Members
• EA Team 
• IT Leaders

Value proposition:
• Benefits patients in the longer term as the ICT systems underlying health care will be communicating to each other in a standardised language.

• Alignment with Sláintecare implementation plan

• Engagement:
• Business Engagement, Education & Training
• Components Design
• Quality Assurance
• Governance Assurance
• Deployment & Publication

Product Deliverables:
• Version Controlled Centralised repository of Health Information 

Metadata
• Inventory of Singular Terms
• Metadata Catalogues
• Inventory of Organisational  Master Metadata

• Website with published content
• Metadata extracts for EA tool  
• Data Dictionary stats dashboard 

Delivery:



A Target State CookBook for 
Understanding Data in the HSE

• Official Definitions 
• Organisational Data e.g. Hospital Names
• Codesets
• Value Sets
• SNOMED CT Refsets
• Activity Information
• KPI’s
• Identity - OID’s, Eircodes

Dictionaries for data are useful to 
describe the ‘rules’ by which all the data 
in a particular system need to abide by.

CookBook Makes the Recipe!  
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Established Practice – Data Dictionaries

Queensland Australia Malaysia NHS - UK 

Malaysia



Progress on 
Development of Data 
Dictionary
• HSE Platform for Master Metadata 

Management

• KPI’s for Primary and Community care

• OID’s Registry 

• Values Sets for OPEN NCP – Draft

• CDM Conformance Mapping

• e-Services – In Flight 

• SME for DSMP

• V1 Website Published (2019) 
https://datadictionary.hse.ie

• Delivery Process

Strategic Planning  

• NHSCDD Governance Board

• DOH Information Systems Strategy

• Draft NHSCDD Policy

https://datadictionary.hse.ie/


As a Project manger I 
need  version controlled 

and up to date 
information  on 

Demographics, Identity, 
KPI’s, Codesets,  Org 

Data - Hospital Names, 
SNOMED CT Refsets

Target State Vision – ‘Consistent Single Point of Reference’        
Comparability – Data Quality – Interoperability 

Targeting - The Right Information in The Right Place at The Right time to enhance Patient Care



Audit Trail Of Objects – History,  
Owner, Relationships (Reuse)

Visualisation of Objects

Lifecycle 
Status
Of Objects




